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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 05974 172130Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 
NSAE-00 PA-02 ICA-20 SP-02 /061 W 

004503 182019Z/15 

R 172125Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8480 
INFO AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

UNCLAS PANAMA 05974 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, KS, KN, PN 

SUB J : EDITORIAL ON U.S. ROLE IN KOREA 

THE AUGUST 15 ISSUE OF GOVERNMENT-GUIDED "LA REPUBLICA" 

CARRIED SEVERAL ARTICLES CONGRATULATING THE KOREANS ON 
THE OCCASION OF THE 33RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF 
JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF KOREA, AND REPORTING PRESIDENT 
PARK’S CALL FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN RELATIONS BETWEEN NORTH 
AND SOUTH KOREA. IN THE SAME ISSUE OF "LA REPUBLICA" 

THERE WAS AN EDITORIAL WHICH BEGAN BY GIVING A BRIEF 
HISTORY OF KOREA'S STRUGGLE AGAINST THE JAPANESE, AND 
EXTOLLED KIM IL SUNG'S ROLE IN SAID STRUGGLE. THE 
EDITORIAL ENDED BY SAYING THAT ONLY A FEW DAYS AFTER THE 
JAPENESE HAD BEEN EXPELLED U.S. OCCUPATION OF KOREA BEGAN, 

AND OVER THE PAST 33 YEARS THE U.S. HAS TAKEN AN ACTIVE 
PART IN PREVENTING THE UNIFICATION OF NORTH AND SOUTH 
KOREA. JORDEN 
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